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Hello, friends!
In June we welcome Pride Month and the Juneteenth holiday, and this
promises to be a great month for Montgomery County.
The County will raise the Pride flag June 2 in front of the Courthouse,
where it will remain for the rest of the month. The County will also host its
first-ever public Juneteenth ceremony and flag-raising on June 17 at 10
a.m. The ceremony will include speeches, a reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation and presentations from the student winners of the Art and
Prose of Freedom contest. Students from K-12 throughout Montco were
invited to submit artwork, or an essay or a poem that defines or redefines
freedom, keeping in the spirit of Juneteenth.
This is an excellent time to remember and celebrate the fact that we live in
a country and a county that owes its foundations, character and culture to
people across all demographics. Norristown was home to influential figures
including jazz musician Jimmy Smith and Charles Blockson, who curated
one of the world’s largest collections of African American history. Montco
artist Maureen Smith also frequented LGBTQ+ clubs, including
Norristown's West Side Club, creating portraits of friends and people she
met.
I want to take this opportunity to reiterate that the Prothonotary’s Office
serves everyone in our community. I take particular care to remind our
non-binary and transgender residents that you can file name change
petitions through our office, and that my staff and I are committed to
treating our customers with dignity and respect.
As an ally, I know there are times when I must use my voice against
injustice and for the marginalized. There are also times when I need to
listen and create space so others can tell their stories and take their places
at the table. To quote artist-writer Morgan Harper Nichols' poem
“Empathy”: "Let me hold the door for you. I may have never walked in your
shoes, but I see your soles are worn and your strength is torn under the
weight of a story I have never lived before. So let me hold the door for you.
After all you’ve walked through, it’s the least I can do.”
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In the Community

Prothonotary Team Walks a Mile in Her Shoes

Noah led the Prothonotary’s Office team
(in pink slippers, no less) as they joined
more than 125 other participants,
braving the wind and the rain at Laurel
House’s Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event
in Collegeville on May 7. The event raised
more than $35,000!
We thank Republic Bank for generously
sponsoring the team.
Because domestic violence survivors file
Protection from Abuse (PFA) petitions

through our office, domestic violence
awareness and prevention are important
initiatives to Noah.
If you or someone you know needs to file
a PFA, you can come to our office on the
first floor of the County Courthouse,
Monday through Friday.
Visit our website for more information,
and you can call Laurel House 24 hours a
day at 1-800-642-3150 or text "HOPE" to
85511.

Sharing Office Information on the Montco Seniors' Scene

Noah was happy to be out in the community
at two recent Senior Fairs. Reps. Nancy
Guenst and Ben Sanchez (seen left) teamed
up to host a Senior Fair at the GIANT grocery
store in Willow Grove on April 29.
Rep. Melissa Shusterman (above, center) and
staff held the Savvy Senior Expo at the
Convention Center in Oaks on May 12.
There, Noah ran into his friend Chester
County Prothonotary Debbie Bookman
(above, right).
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Upcoming Events
and Appearances

In the Community

Montco Turns Out for Korea in Philly

Noah and members of the
Prothonotary Office staff will be
at the following events. We
hope to see you there!

Senior Fair, hosted by PA
Rep. Joe Ciresi and the
TriCounty Active Adult
Center
Thursday, June 16
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Pottsgrove Middle School 1351
N. Howard St., Pottstown
Noah will also be attending
Laurel House Safe Haven
Ribbon-Cutting
June 2, starting at 10 a.m.
800 E. Main St., Lansdale
CeaseFirePA Rally
June 3, 10 a.m. at the County
Courthouse in Norristown, 2 E.
Airy St.
Montgomery County's
Juneteenth Celebration
June 17, 10 a.m., at the
Courthouse in Norristown
Bucks-Mont Pride Festival
Hosted by SAGA Community
Center (a Welcome Project PA
program)
June 26 at the Abington Art
Center, 515 Meetinghouse
Road, Jenkintown, from noon to
5 p.m.

From the food to the entertainment and activities, Noah greatly enjoyed the Korean
American Association of Greater Philadelphia’s (KAAGP) Korea in Philly festival at
Montgomery County Community College on April 29. Noah was so pleased to join
members of the Montco community – including Master Yang, Commissioners
Chairwoman Dr. Val Arkoosh and Recorder of Deeds Jeanne Sorg – in celebrating the
richness of Korean culture.

Taking Our
Message to the
Community
Noah and Your Way Home
representatives Kayleigh and Denise
spoke to the Lansdale Borough
Council members and attending
residents at the Borough Council
meeting on May 18. Noah shared
information about how the
Prothonotary's Office handles
landlord-tenant issues and the
options to appeal evictions. Kayleigh
and Denise spoke to the larger issues
of affordable housing in Montgomery
County.
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From the Office

Employee Spotlight
Colleen Farrell, Protection from Abuse Department Supervisor
My role at the Prothonotary’s Office
During the height of the pandemic, Noah put his trust in me and promoted me
to a supervisor position. In my new role, I oversee the Prothonotary’s portion of
the Protection from Abuse process. The department also dockets civil orders
and verifies civil filings.
3 things to know about me
1. Proud mom of two amazing kids (a dog mom) and wife of 17 years
2. My favorite holiday is Halloween.
3. When I was a young child, I aspired to be a concert pianist. Playing the piano
after dinner meant I never had to do dishes.
Something I've always wanted to learn ...
My great aunt was an amazing seamstress. Looking back now, I wish I had asked
her to provide a few lessons.
Favorite aspect of my job
When a petitioner’s tense look and rigid body language turns into relief after
receiving a PFA order.

By The Numbers
The Prothonotary's Office processed
these civil filings and petitions in May 2022

Protection
from Abuse
Petitions

172
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Landlord/Tenant
Filings
41

Name Change
Petitions
24
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