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Montgomery County
Emergency Medical Overdose Surveillance System (EMODSS)

Welcome to the Montgomery County Emergency Medical Overdose Surveillance System. This is an
interactive set of dashboards which currently represent the overdose statistical information for the County.
This system is for internal use only by County employees and should not be shared with others without prior
approval.

Instructions for use:
To navigate, simply click on a tab in the left pane to go directly to that dashboard. In any dashboard graph,

chart or list, you can single select on a bar, slice, or item and the entire page will be recast to show the
selection in context to the whole. To multi-select criteria, click on the first one, then hold the "Ctrl" key and
click on the next criteria. You can multi-select any number of objects. To clear, simple click once on any

selected criteria or twice on any non-selected criteria.

For example, if you wanted to see only naloxone distributions to schools like the dashboard below show, first navigate to

the Distributions Tab from the left pane. Move your cursor to the graph by organizaiton type. Then click on the bar in the
chart for "Schools". The entire page now shows only data related to schools. Each graph will have shaded portions which
still represent the whole dataset, but the portion of selected data will be presented. If you hover on certain bars, points on

a map, or slices in a graph, a help text popup will appear giving more specific information.

You can print the dashboard content by using the File>Print function in the upper left of the page.

Dashboard Tabs

Home

This page provides an overview of the system and basic
instructions for use.

Summary

A quick summary of key indicators for this period including
naloxone administrations, distributions, and calls for service
from 911

CAD

911 Calls for service related to overdoses during this period.
Temporal

Time based metrics for naloxone administrations for this
period compared to the same period in the previous year.
Patient

Patient resident city and other demographic information for
naloxone adminstrations during this period.

Distributions

Naloxone distributions from the Montgomery County
Department of Public Safety during this period.

Period Report

A graphical representation of key demographic metrics
during this period.

Suspected Deaths Report

Suspected drug deaths during this period. These are
identified by initial situational awareness information and do
not reflect the final determination by the Coroner.

Actual Deaths Report

Confirmed cumulative drug deaths this year. Note that in
some cases, this will be empty due to the latency in
toxicology reporting which can take up to three months.

Actual deaths are determined by the Coroner's Office only.

Wallpaper Image Credit - Liz O. Baylen, Los Angeles Times

Project Abstract

The County of Montgomery was awarded a Department of Justice

Grant in 2018 to fund this project.

Montgomery County, Pennsylvania experienced a 40% rise in
death rates due to opioid overdoses from 2015 — 2017. While the
opioid addiction and overdose epidemic has affected all of
Pennsylvania (PA), it has been particularly devastating in Liberty
HIDTA region, which includes Montgomery County. According to
the Montgomery County Department of Public Safety, in 2017,
there were more than 736 confirmed cases of opioid overdoses in
Montgomery County and 245 were fatal. Most agencies involved
in the response work from disparate data sources limiting a true

picture of the problem at hand.

The Department of Public Safety (DPS) realizes that a robust,
data-sharing and monitoring platform is missing from current
strategies. The County of Montgomery proposes to convene

a multi-disciplinary action group (MDAG), supporting the Regional
Overdose Task Force, to develop a cloud-based, interdisciplinary
data-sharing platform known as the Emergency Medical Overdose
Surveillance System (EMODSS), and to engage community
partners in the fight by establishing a community stakeholder
working group. The Department of Public Safety Intelligence
Center will seek to significantly improve the Department’s use of
intelligence technology, both as an investigative tool and a data-
hosting source. The DPS will enter into data-sharing agreements
with other County offices as well as external data-sharing partners
in order to gain access to more in-depth drug-related incident

data.

EMODSS will store public safety and public health information and
qualitative data about drug use patterns of non-fatal and fatal
overdose victims. The staff funded under this grant will work with

all stakeholders to outline specific data sets that DPS will be able



