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Happening in November
Today, when young singles
think about finding a potential mate it is often with the
help of friends, co-workers,
or social media. In the late
1800’s to early 1900’s, the
idea of meeting that special
man or woman who would
become your soulmate was
referred to as “New Year’s
Day Calling.”
In the mid-1800’s, “Calling”
was meant to be informal vis-

its to friends to renew old
friendships and settle family
differences. Even strangers
were welcomed, if they were
dressed appropriately.
“Calling” evolved from a
Dutch tradition of observing
New Year’s celebrations into
a more refined practice for
men, sometimes bringing
small gifts of candy and flowers, and visiting women who
received visitors during cerContinued on Pg. 2

Holiday Tours
Tues., November 26 to
Sun., January 5, 2020
FREE

Happening in December
Victorian Christmas
Open House
Sat., December 14
2 to 8 pm
FREE
Exhibit “Family Roots”
ends Sun., January 31, 2020
Included on all tours
FREE
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tain hours. They were welcomed into reception rooms or
dining rooms with calling cards,
and once inside, they stayed
only 10 to 15 minutes in order
to make the rounds. These open
houses featured refreshments,
ample food, and more importantly, eligible young
women. Another aspect of
visiting homes was the
potential to be invited to
future social gatherings.

each house on the tour that was
receiving. They would be collected at the door. It was considered worth the effort, if they
were perceived as calling cards
rather than tour tickets, as people tended to obey their social

to “Calling,” with competitions
among men to visit the largest
number of houses and women
to collect the most calling cards,
and without much surprise, a
rise in intoxication.
Etiquette manuals began
addressing these problems around 1880, with
conflicting advice. One
manual suggested that
women send personal
invitations to gentlemen,
while another considered this in poor taste for
ignoring the open house
concept. One could announce their open house
in newspapers and this
was considered acceptable.

In the Buckeye Cookery
and Practical Housekeeping, “the table should be
handsomely arranged and
decorated and provided
with rather substantial
dishes as would suit the
taste of gentlemen. Too
great profusion, especially
of cakes, confectionery and
By 1897, the old custom
ices, is out of taste.” Furof open houses with the
ther, “Selections may be
express purpose of meetmade from the following:
ing single, young women
Escaloped oysters; cold
fell out of fashion. As
tongue, turkey, chicken
World War I began, just a
and ham, pressed meats,
few wealthy families conboned turkey, jellied chicktinued this tradition,
en, sandwiches or wedding
more as a way to socialsandwich rolls; pickled
ize amongst the family.
Above:
Wood
engraving
of
a
New
Year’s
Open
House.
oysters, chicken and lobSuch was the case with
Young women would welcome gentlemen to the party
ster salads, cole slaw gar- where the dining room displayed a large tiered buffet and the DuPont family of Wilnished with fried oysters; drinks. Source: Victorian Homes’ Holidays, 1991.
mington,
Delaware.
jellies; charlotte-russe, iceDuPont women would
creams, ices, fruits; nuts; coffee, obligations as invited guests sometimes participate in just a
chocolate with whipped cream, instead of demand their enter- few open houses to reduce the
lemonade.”
tainment rights as a tourist number of houses that the men
group. Today, would we consid- had to visit.
Blank calling cards made per- er calling cards to be the equivfect tour tickets to these homes. alent of leaving a text message
One would write the name of after a speed dating event?
the “caller” on the front of each
card and his or her address on By the late 1800’s, there bethe back. One was provided for came a more frenetic new pace
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This year, Christmas decor at Pennypacker Mills is
with a focus on the elegance of entertaining for the
holidays. With a beautiful buffet table set for New
Year’s Day “Calling” in the Dining Room, a Men’s Club
setting in the Library with brandy, cigars, board
games, and throughout the mansion, each display will
highlight the best that would be on display for guests
with a lot of shine and brilliance of cut glass, silver and
metallic ornaments.
Each Room Tells a Story:
Discover how each room tells a story reflecting the
ways in which families in the early 1900’s entertained
guests while celebrating the Christmas season. Known
as the social season, families would entertain friends,
family, and young, eligible gentlemen in their homes.
Holiday parties would be a reflection of their social
standing, with the best furnishings, clothes, and decor.

Gentlemen’s clubs were private social clubs originally set
up by and for the upper classes in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. They typically had a formal dining room, a bar,
a library, a billiards room, smoking rooms, and one or
more parlors for reading, gaming or socializing. Many
clubs also contained guest rooms. Most major cities in
the U.S. had at least one traditional gentlemen’s club. In
Philadelphia, the “Philadelphia Club” is located at 13th &
Walnut Street and is the oldest city club in the United
States.
Group Tours:
Groups of 10 or more people should contact the site to
arrange for a group tour. Tours of Pennypacker Mills are
FREE, with a suggested donation of $2 per person.
Hours:
Tuesday through Friday, 10 am to 4 pm; Sunday, 1 pm to
4 pm. Closed Mondays, Christmas Eve & Day and New
Year’s Eve & Day. Tours take approximately 1 hour and

Christmastime at the
Museum Shop
This year, the Museum Shop is stocked with wonderful, vintage inspired decorations, including Mercury glass, shimmering glass icicles, Scherenschnitte
(framed and ornaments), felt ornaments, miniature nutcrackers, glass and metallic ornaments, beeswax candles, and Dresdens (pressed foil dimensional ornaments for decorating, Christmas cards, and on gifts). Holiday sweets include
soft caramels and Wilbur Buds. Stop by our Museum Shop on a Christmas tour
for all your holiday gifting and decorating needs!
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Don’t we all want some Christmas money? That is the line
Samuel W. Pennypacker wrote
to Stan V. Henkels of Davis and
Harvey on December 8, 1906.
Pennypacker Mills has a treasure of letters received by Samuel W. Pennypacker, but he also kept copies of many of the
letters he sent. Samuel was
well known as a book collector
and amassed a collection of
more than 10,000 books that
were in his home in Philadelphia.
When
Samuel
became
governor,
he moved
into
the
Governor’s
residence
in Harrisburg and
spent his Above: Samuel W. Pentaken March
summers nypacker
24th, 1906.
at Pennypacker
Mills. He wrote in his autobiog-

raphy, “After I had been separated from my books for over
two years, and since they prevented any other use of the
house and were subject to the
danger of fire and thieves, I selected about two thousand volumes, including the large mass
of family literature, the local
books and those relating to the
Mennonites and Schwenkfelders,
and sold the rest.”
A series of eight auctions took
place from 1905 to 1909. The
third auction took place on December 5th and 6th, 1906. Stan
V. Henkels conducted the sale
for Davis and Harvey. In one of
the copies of letters on December 8, 1906 to Henkels, Samuel
wrote, ”I think you had a very
successful sale and I am entirely
satisfied with the result… You
have done much better than the
last sale. I want some Christmas
money. Tell Davis and Harvey to
send me their check for $500,
next Saturday if convenient.”
From their auction statement,
they gave the $500 to him in

cash and that auction netted
over $6000.00 for 1231 lots.

Above: Auction Catalog for the third
auction of the Valuable Library of Samuel
W. Pennypacker that took place on December 5th and 6th, 1906.
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Season’s inspirations and
magical moments await at
Pennypacker Mills’ Victorian
Christmas Open House. This
annual holiday event celebrates the holiday traditions
of the early 1900’s when Governor Samuel W. Pennypacker
and his family celebrated
Christmas at the Mills.
Immerse yourself in inspiring
holiday decor and displays on
two exquisitely decorated
floors of the mansion. With
the glow of oil lamps and candles, the mansion reflects
what it would have been like
at the turn of the 20th century.
Enjoy the holiday music of a
bell choir on the mansion
porch as you wait to enter, visit our Victorian Santa Claus on
the porch to share Christmas
wishes and take a few photographs, and see a fantastic
demonstration on the making
of clear toy candy, a special
holiday treat for any child of
this time period.

Day. On this day, the women
of the family entertained male
relatives who called on them
throughout the day with gifts
while enjoying food and
drinks on display for them.
For any young woman, this
was also an opportunity to
meet young suitors.

As you walk through the mansion, stop at each room to discover what the traditions of the
day were and how they became
the basis for the holiday we celebrate today. See hand-blown
glass ornaments, kugels, and
glass icicles, all of which added
sparkle to a Christmas tree when
there was no electricity. Down to
the tiniest detail, family Christmas and New Year’s cards are
displayed on a desk.
In the Dining Room, see how
families would celebrate the tradition of calling on New Year’s

Bring family and friends to
this warm, festive event in celebration of a Victorian Christmas!
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Pennypacker Mills contains a well documented
collection of artifacts, documents, photographs
and family documentation that reflects Samuel
Pennypacker’s interests in Pennsylvania history, family history, and Pennsylvania German
culture as well as items related to his time as
Governor of Pennsylvania. His organization of
these documents and artifacts was extensive
and very detailed.
In an effort to provide as much access to these
materials as possible, Pennypacker Mills has
endeavored to upload over 17,000 records of

images with additional
records to be added periodically.
With
over
45,000 records to catalogue, it will be quite
some time until the entire collection is available.
For those interested in doing research of the
collection, please go to our website:
https://www.montcopa.org/pennypackermills
and click on Collections of Pennypacker Mills.

