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DESPERATELY SEEKING
MILLENNIALS!
New Jersey Future, a smart growth advocacy group,
recently published some interesting number crunching
around the idea of “millennials (and boomers) prefer
to live downtown.” The report, “Where Are We Going?
Implications of Recent Demographic Trends in New
Jersey,” has some interesting takeaways for Montgomery
County communities.
The report states that the number of residents from
the ages of 22–34 fell in New Jersey between 2000 and
2013, going from 1.48 million residents to 1.44 million
residents. That’s a 2.7 percent decrease during a time
when this age group grew by 6.8 percent nationally AND
the state boasted the highest percentage of millennials
living at home with their parents (47 percent). One could
potentially draw the conclusion that millennials would like
to live in New Jersey but can’t make the financials work.
In Pennsylvania (using similar data), the percentage of 20to 34-year-old residents increased from 18.8 percent of
the population in 2000 to 19.6 precent of the population
by 2016. In Montgomery County, the municipalities with
the highest percentages of millennial residents (as of 2016)
are the Boroughs of Conshohocken, West Conshohocken,
and Ambler.

Millennials want to live where there are cultural events,
such as this Latin Festival in Pottstown.

Millennials are looking for the things that many people want
from the place they call home, including fun things to do, such as
this concert at the Philadelphia Folk Festival in Upper Salford.

There are plenty of Montgomery County municipalities
that house fewer millennials than the state’s population
benchmark. Before you shrug your shoulders, consider
that millennials are beginning to become the next
generation of young households, homeowners, and
possibly parents. These presumably are people who are
on the cusp of settling down—so where are they going to
go? If millennials seek any of the amenities that boroughs
provide—things like transit access, walkability, downtown
destinations for dining and culture, nearby parks and open
space—there’s something to be said for providing some of
these amenities in other parts of the county as well.
This study looked at municipal growth and development
patterns using smart growth metrics designed for an
earlier report about creating places where people can
grow old gracefully. These metrics, which are important
for people of any age, are (1) net activity density (what the
developed parts of a community look like and how they
function), (2) the presence of a mixed-use center, and (3)
walkability and street network connectivity. In New Jersey,
of the 118 municipalities that scored well in all three
smart growth metrics, millennials were 25 percent more
prevalent in these communities than they were statewide.
In the communities that didn’t score well on any of these
metrics, millennials were only 81 percent as likely to live in
these places as the general population.

For additional information, contact the Montgomery County Planning Commission
at 610-278-3722 or visit www.montcopa.org/planning

Interestingly, using older data to look at the population
known as Generation X showed that when this
generation was the age that Millennials are now, they too
preferred locations that were walkable and compact. This
report’s analysis showed that members of Generation X
have, to some extent as they’ve grown older, moved to
the suburbs. But… Generation X has somewhat held
onto its preference for walkable communities, which Baby
Boomers did not show at the same stage of (mid)life. Will
millennials follow suit? As for those boomers, this New
Jersey-based study finds them living disproportionately
in suburban areas—places that are relatively dependent
on the use of a car as this generation of adults enters
retirement and may wish to be less dependent on the
family car. Food for thought for all of our communities...

Proposed landscape design for Saw Mill Run in Norristown

For a more in-depth look on this topic, check out Tim
Evans’ full report online here.

Lower Providence - Creating Connections in Park Pointe –
$100,000 to install sidewalks and a crosswalk to improve
walkability in the Park Pointe business park

2018 MONTCO 2040
AWARD WINNERS

Lower Salford - Main Street and Clemons Road, Shared
Use Path and Sidewalk Connection – $119,990 to create
new connections between existing paths and sidewalk
segments at the eastern end of Harleysville

The Montgomery County Commissioners have awarded
14 projects grants for the 2018 cycle of the Montco 2040
Implementation Grant Program. With $1.5 million available
in funds and $3.6 million in requests, there was more
demand than dollars this time around. We look forward to
seeing these projects come to fruition over the
coming months.
These awards account for over $1,500,000 across
15 municipalities. The county received a total of 27
applications from municipalities totaling $3.5 million in
requests. Projects were evaluated in terms of impact,
county and local planning consistency, project readiness,
and funding attributes by a committee consisting of
Montgomery County Planning Commission Board
Members and interdepartmental county staff. Projects
were also given heightened consideration when addressing
one of three focus categories for 2018: Walk/Bike Montco
– Trails, Paths, Sidewalk Connections and Bike Facilities;
Downtown and Community Destination Support; and
Adaptation and Resiliency.

Norristown - Arch Street Greenway Corridor Improvements
Project – $150,000 for a promenade and greenway along
the Saw Mill Run channel between Lafayette Street and
East Main Street.
Pottstown - Walk and Bike Pottstown Trail Connection –
$135,000 for new connections between the Walk and Bike
Pottstown network and the nearby Schuylkill River Trail
Royersford - Royersford Riverfront Park and Trail (Phase III) –
$100,000 for an extension of the borough’s
Riverfront Trail
Schwenksville - Perkiomen Trail Drainage Improvement at
Schwenksville Station – $43,560 for drainage improvements
along the Perkiomen Trail
Upper Dublin - Upper Dublin Critical Connections - SPARK
Drive – $50,000 for a new sidewalk along Susquehanna
Road between the Tannerie Wood development and Spark
Drive

Bridgeport - Town Center Parking Lot and Civic Event Area –
$196,000 to develop municipally owned land surrounding
borough hall into a town center parking lot and civic
event area

Upper Hanover/Pennsburg - Montgomery Avenue Bike Path
and Sidewalk Installation Project – $150,000 for a sidewalk
and bike path near the under-construction UPSD
Middle School

Cheltenham - Jenkintown Creek Restoration: Conklin
Recreation Center – $100,000 to retrofit municipal
property for stormwater improvements

Upper Merion - First Avenue Linear Park Enhancements –
$100,000 for landscape and hardscape improvements on
First Avenue as part of the ongoing linear park project

Lower Merion - Montgomery and Old Lancaster Intersection
Improvements – $50,000 to fund a rain garden alongside a
redesign of this intersection

Upper Moreland - Fair Oaks Park Bio-Infiltration Basin –
$195,000 for a bio-infiltration basin within the Pennypack
Creek Watershed at Fair Oaks Park

Lower Moreland - Philmont Avenue Sidewalk Project –
$97,250 to install a 5-foot-wide sidewalk on the west side
of Philmont Avenue from Anne Street to past Duell Street

Montgomery County Planning Commission Board

Montgomery County
Board of Commissioners
Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH, Chair
Kenneth E. Lawrence, Jr., Vice Chair
Joseph C. Gale, Commissioner

Steven Kline, Chair
Dulcie F. Flaharty, Vice Chair
Robert E. Blue, Jr.
Jill Blumhardt
David L. Cohen, AICP
John J. Ernst, AIA
Scott Exley
Charles J. Tornetta
Rev. John H. West, III
Jody L. Holton, AICP, Executive Director

