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POCKET PARKS ARE SMALL BUT MIGHTY
Parks play a fundamental role in communities in
many ways. They provide a place for people to take part
in physical activities as well as take a break, they increase
aesthetics and revitalize the surrounding area, they create
a social area in which people can gather and interact,
and they contribute to an overall sense of place. Parks
also promote sustainability and help municipalities meet
their MS4 goals by helping with stormwater management.
Providing parks that accommodate the needs of a whole
municipality can be a challenge. Fewer undeveloped areas,
a lack of funds, and even sometimes a lack of support from
the community are a few reasons why new, larger parks
are difficult to construct.
This presents the perfect opportunity for pocket
parks. Pocket parks tend to be built on vacant or unused
lots in urbanized areas and are usually about a half-acre
in size. Designed for intensive use, these smaller parks
are specifically designed to cater to the needs of the local
community rather than a larger area.
Ambler Borough is currently working on plans for a
pocket park located on the corner of Butler Avenue and
Park Avenue. The 100- by100-foot park will replace an
empty asphalt parking lot with plenty of trees to provide
ample shade, a rain garden to capture stormwater runoff,
and enough seating to host a neighborhood-scale event.
The park will be a prime spot for gathering and will
provide a location for residents and visitors to stop, rest,
and even dine. This design will contribute to the town’s
revitalization by creating an attractive visual landmark
and improving the connection of surrounding residential
neighborhoods to the downtown area.

A pop-up park in Norristown on “Park(ing) Day” offered a weekday respite

A “pop-up park” is another variation on this concept.
The location and size of these parks vary, but the unifying
factor is the temporary nature of these spaces. Smaller
ones–usually found on street corners or unused parking
spaces–are typically around for just a few days. Larger
parks–like ones located in a building plaza–tend to be
seasonal. The main goal is to engage and educate the
public while creating a social atmosphere. A place for
people to hand out educational pamphlets, a pop-up
coffee shop or beer garden, and even a small art gallery
are just a few examples of what pop-up parks can be. This
type of placemaking requires less money up front, allowing
more people to creatively participate. This can be a great
way for a community to try out a design that may become
permanent in the future. The pop-up park may only be
short-lived, but the impact and benefits will have a lasting
effect.
All in all, parks are a great way to revitalize a
town, create a healthier and safer community, establish
accessible landmarks that people look forward to visiting,
and bring about spaces for people to gather and interact
with one another. Parks make the community more
attractive to potential residents and future investments,
leaving no doubt the positive impact they have on a
municipality.

A rendering of Ambler’s proposed pocket park shows a variety of uses
within a small space

For additional information, contact the Montgomery County Planning Commission
at 610-278-3722 or visit www.montcopa.org/planning

LOOKING FOR
GRANT FUNDING?

Green Light-Go – PennDOT
Funds from this program are designed to improve safety
and mobility by reducing congestion and improving
the efficiency of existing traffic signals on state and
local highways. It covers a wide range of traffic signal
improvement projects that may enhance circulation and
safety in a town center setting.
Application period is expected to open between August
and September 2017.

Several grant programs are currently available for local
transportation improvements

Here are some current funding opportunities that
may make a nice match for local projects:
Multimodal Transportation Fund – Commonwealth
Financing Authority (CFA)
Funds from this program may be used for the
development, rehabilitation, and enhancement of
transportation assets to existing communities, streetscape,
lighting, sidewalk enhancement, pedestrian safety,
connectivity of transportation assets, and transit-oriented
development.

ARLE – PennDOT
This grant program is scheduled to open for applications
starting June 1. The Automated Red Light Enforcement
(ARLE) Program is administered by the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Maintenance
and Operations. Funds generated from automated red
light enforcement violations fund a variety of projects.
Local Share Account – PA Department of Community
and Economic Development
We also anticipate a new round of funding for the Local
Share Account becoming available later this year.

Applications are currently being accepted through July 31.

Check Out WHAT’S HAPPENING
THE BUSINESS OF BICYCLING
Being a bike-friendly community can mean a lot
for downtown revitalization. For the Montgomery
County municipalities that have easy trail access—such
as Schwenksville or Conshohocken—having businesses
that open up onto the trail invites an entire new set of
customers to purchase bike parts, stop for a drink, or sit
down for a meal. Something as simple as providing bike
racks in strategic places can help to create a welcoming
atmosphere for bike riders. Since May is National
Bike Month, below are several bike-related events and
opportunities that might be of interest to you:
Enthusiastic bike riders can be found throughout the county—here
Commissioner Arkoosh rides with members of the Bicycle Coalition of
Greater Philadelphia along the Pennypack Trail

•

May 19 – Bike to Work Day

•

May 23 & 24 – Bike Montco Public Workshops

•

Bike Montco Interactive Map
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