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• Walking communities can be safer. Even though
less than 6% of all Americans’ trips are on foot, 13%
of all traffic fatalities involve pedestrians. The current
popularity of the “Vision Zero” movement – to have a
roadway system that is free of pedestrian fatalities and
serious injuries – is a positive first step in this direction.

POUNDING THE PAVEMENT
WITH WALK MONTCO
Walking used to be the way that everyone got
around when it came to getting to school, picking up a
couple of items at the corner store, or getting to the train
to get to work. Times, however, have definitely changed.
Cars and other vehicles dominate many of our roadways
and pedestrian amenities are frequently an afterthought.

• Walking is especially important for town centers.
People’s first instinct is to hop into their cars when it’s
time to go out for a meal, go shopping, or run some
errands. Making your town center easy to access on foot
makes it an appealing destination – and is good for the
local economy.

Understandably, people’s lives are also more
complicated than they used to be – workdays are longer
and people work in places that aren’t transit-accessible.
Kids not only have to go to school, but to afterschool
activities and events. And getting dinner on the table isn’t
as simple as picking up a couple of grocery items down
the street.
Nevertheless, walking must remain an integral part of
our lives. Why?
• Walking is free (other than some good shoes). Cars
are not. And the money saved on car maintenance, gas,
and insurance can go toward other things – like dinner at
a local restaurant, tickets to a show in a nearby town, or a
family trip to the ice cream shop.
• Walking is good for you. With obesity and its related
diseases on the rise, walking is a way of staying fit.

Crumbling infrastructure and a lack of a buffer between the sidewalk
and the road makes walking feel extremely hazardous.

Sidewalks that are wide enough for a car help pedestrians get where
they want to go, but these cars parked ON the sidewalk can be a
hazard to the both the disabled and people pushing a stroller.

MCPC has partnered with four communities to
conduct walk audits to produce four case studies that
will reflect many parts of the county and the potential
walkability issues that can be found. We’ve looked at
an elementary school, a downtown area, a train station
surrounded by dense development, and a suburban
commercial strip. A variety of stakeholders have come
together to look at these spots in detail, with the
results to be published in the fall in our county-wide
walkability plan.
We want your participation too! We have, in
partnership with Wikimapping, developed a user-friendly
online map that offers residents an opportunity to
provide feedback on any area in the county. This feedback
can include a variety of information, such as identifying
places where sidewalks end abruptly or crosswalks
don’t align, intersections where vehicles travel too fast,
and places where pedestrian connections to important
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destinations are needed. The county
would like to know what changes
could be made to make walking easier.
In addition to providing comments
on the map, residents can also upload
photos. Let us know what you think!
To access our Walk Montco
map, visit http://wikimapping.net/
wikimap/walkmontco.html

Walkable destinations, like here in downtown Narberth, get people to spend
their dollars locally without feeling the need to drive elsewhere.

WHAT IS LERTA?
You might have read about LERTA or heard
about it from a developer wanting tax breaks. What
is it exactly? LERTA stands for Local Economic
Revitalization Tax Assistance Act and is a state-enabled
tax exemption program. Here are a few basic facts about
a LERTA program:
• LERTA provides real estate property tax relief for the
value of new construction or other improvements on a
property. It does not provide any relief on the current
taxes, and those taxes continue to be paid.
• Generally, developers apply to the local municipality,
school district, and county for LERTA exemption approval.
• The tax exemption can be as long as ten years. One
of the most common approaches is to give a 100%

exemption on new construction the first year, 90% the
second year, 80% the third year, and so on for ten years,
when the exemption runs out. However, other exemption
schemes can be used, such as a 100% exemption for five
years, which is another common approach.
• Local municipalities designate “deteriorated areas
of economically distressed communities” where LERTA
applies. These areas are eligible for the tax relief.
A number of communities have used LERTA in
Montgomery County, such as Norristown and Abington.
Developers have also become more aware of the program
and may approach local governing bodies for LERTA
designation. Generally, LERTA should be used for truly
deteriorated and distressed areas.

Check Out
WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Summertime music concerts are a staple
in many of Montgomery County’s local parks. A
few places have doubled down on the concert
experience and found ways to bring them into their
town centers. In addition to bolstering a downtown
community’s identity, residents and visitors come
for the fun and may also spend a few dollars on
dinner or other retail offerings. Bryn Mawr holds its
Twilight Concert series every weekend throughout
the summer at a Gazebo only a block away from its
downtown. The series has become very popular
drawing well-known acts such as Dar Williams and
Steve Poltz. Jenkintown combines two great ideas
with a concert and farmers market every Tuesday

Pottstown

evening in its beautiful town square. Check out the
School of Rock on August 4! Ambler concentrates
its concerts into one jam-packed weekend in June,
holding its Ambler Arts & Music Festival right in
the heart of Butler Avenue. In Pottstown, a local
brewery takes the lead, holding an annual Sly Fox
Bock Fest and Goat Race in May, bringing thousands
of people to the borough.
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