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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MAY 14, 2015

Operation 'War Ready'

Montgomery County District Attorney Risa Vetri Ferman, Berks County District Attorney
John Adams, Pottstown Police Chief Richard Drumheller, Hatboro Police Chief James
Gardner, Lansdale Borough Chief Robert McDyre, Lower Merion Township Superintendent
Daniel McGrath, Lower Pottsgrove Township Chief Michael A. Foltz, Lower Providence
Township Chief Francis Carroll, Montgomery County Correctional Facility Warden Julio
Algarin, Montgomery County Probation and Parole Chief Michael Gordon, Plymouth Township
Chief Joseph Lawrence, City of Reading Police Chief William M. Heim, Upper Merion Police
Chief Tom Nolan, the Pennsylvania State Police, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and
the United States Marshals Service announce the arrest(s) of the following individuals for
violations of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code ranging from attempted murder, drug dealing,
assault, and illegal firearm sales:
Alexander “Dot” Scott, Dathan “Pizza” Stevens, Jose “Jun” Charriez, Christopher “Gunz”
Charriez, Daniel Garcia, Javier “Junior/Gringo” Rodriguez, Devon “Cream” Vogelsang, Markel
“Pudge” Harper, Josiah Bailey, as well as thirty-eight (38) co-conspirators.
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During the course of the investigation into two violent criminal enterprises operating in the
Pottstown area of Montgomery County, multiple firearms were seized along with various
illegal substances. The arrests resulted after a lengthy investigation using search warrants,
call detail record analysis, ballistic comparisons, video forensics, investigative interviews,
and Court authorized wiretap(s).
On November 25, 2014, 4:46 PM, law enforcement officers investigated a shooting between
two rival criminal enterprises operating in Pottstown – the Straight Cash Money Gang (run
by members of the Charriez family) and Brothas from Anotha. The two individuals involved
in this shooting were identified as Devon “Cream” Vogelsang and Dathan “Pizza” Stevens,
who did not co-operate with investigators.

On November 30, 2014, three shootings occurred within Pottstown Borough. The first
occurred at 6:06 PM when Abraham “Flaco” Charriez was shot. The last shooting occurred
at 10:00 PM when a total of 28 bullet casings were recovered from the shooting scene. It is
believed there were at least four shooters involved in the last shooting.
On December 24, 2014, Daniel Garcia was shot in front of the residence of his brother,
Abraham “Flaco” Charriez. Garcia has been identified as a methamphetamine supplier.
On December 26, 2014, an attempted shooting of Jamel Williams and Michael Hill took
place. Hill is the father of Markel “Pudge” Harper – a member of Brothas from Anotha.
On December 26, 2014, a telephone call between John Parson and Jamel Williams was
recorded. Investigators learned Parson is associated with the Brothas from Anotha gang.
Two members of this violent organization are Devon “Dev/Cream” Vogelsang, Markel
“Pudge” Harper.
After exchanging greetings Parson and Williams discuss the attempted shooting of Williams
and Hill which took place earlier in the day. Williams, during the conversation identified
Alexander “Dot” Scott as one of the individuals who tried to shoot him. The two also talk
about the involvement of Dathan “Pizza” Stevens. As Parson continued to talk, he
implicated both Scott and Stevens as being involved in other shootings. Williams used the
term “kill shots” to detail how their lives were in jeopardy and that these individuals tried to
kill them. Williams and Parson discuss at length, although trying to be cryptic, about the
ongoing rivalry between the two gangs in Pottstown; Straight Cash Money Gang and
Brothas from Anotha.
Of interest to investigators was the comment Parson made to Williams about what he,
Williams should do. Parson states “…it’s either two things man you all either gotta bounce,
or prepare for the worst man and really get war ready bro….” Investigators believe Parson
is telling Williams he should either leave the Pottstown area, or prepare himself, and other
members of the gang, for war.
On February 11, 2015, Markel “Pudge” Harper was shot. Investigators, when reviewing
social media posts for February 11th, take notice to a post of Alexander “Dot” Scott - I’m
bout to go celebrate today is a good day and I don’t make excuses I make it happen who’s
next.
On February 14, 2015, Alexander “Dot” Scott makes another post about having a Tec-9
firearm - Just copped a tech wit the swiss cheese nozzle.
On February 23, 2015, the Superior Court of Pennsylvania authorized the non-consensual
interception of communications on members of the Straight Cash Money Gang.
Additional authorizations were given on March 3rd and March 6th. Intercepted
conversations obtained by law enforcement, as well as evidence gathered during physical
surveillance, revealed the scope and violent nature of the Straight Cash Money Gang’s
illegal operation and involved telephones utilized by:
-

Alexander “Dot” Scott
Dathan “Pizza” Stevens
Daniel Garcia
Jennifer Gill (Garcia’s subdealer)
Markel “Pudge” Harper
Jose “Jun” Charriez

On February 28, 2015, investigators learned that Alexander “Dot” Scott, armed with a Tec-9
machine gun, conspired with Jose “Jun” Charriez (both Straight Cash Money Gang
members) to shoot a rival gang member. Scott attempted twice on the same day to
execute the rival gang member. Both times law enforcement prevented the attempted cold,
calculated execution of the rival gang member.
In discussions about the intended victim Scott is heard saying, “He’s going to be the easiest,
bro.” This statement showed investigators the organizations violent nature, and highlighted
the fact that this was not going to be the first shooting the group is responsible for.
On March 2, 2015, Alexander “Dot” Scott was taken into custody by law enforcement. At
the time of his arrest Scott was in possession of a Tec-9 machine gun, cocaine and heroin.
Chris “Gunz” Charriez, the driver of the car Scott was in, fled the area at a high rate of
speed. He struck three parked cars and almost ran over two police officers while fleeing.
On March 18, 2015, law enforcement intercepted calls made by Jose “Jun” Charriez and
after reviewing these calls believed once again the life of a rival gang member, and others,
may be in jeopardy. Because of this Charriez was taken into custody and a search and
seizure warrant was executed on his residence. During the course of the search a .45
caliber handgun with an obliterated serial number, along with cocaine, was found.
On March 18th and March 20th numerous search warrants were served in Berks County and
Montgomery County. Firearms and controlled substances were seized from all locations,
and arrests were made for firearms violations, attempted murder, conspiracy to commit
murder, drug dealing and assault. Arrested in March were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dathan “Pizza” Stevens
Jose “Jun” Charriez
Daniel Garcia
Christopher “Gunz” Charriez
Javier “Gringo” Rodriquez
Jennifer Gill
Oisis Carmona
Jaime Sanders
Brianna Walter

A total of forty-seven (47) arrest warrants have been issued during the course of this
investigation. As of May 13, 2015, 34 of the 47 people have been arrested.
On April 12, 2015, District Attorney Ferman requested the Montgomery County Indicting
Grand Jury for MD-1607-2013, be summoned pursuant to Act 42 Pa. C.S. Section 45414553. The submission presented to the Court concerned the activity of members of the
Straight Cash Money Gang, and their pattern of racketeering activity, including but not
limited to:
Violations of The Health and Safety Act Title 35, The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device,
and Cosmetic Act, the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, such as: Title 18 Pa.C.S.A. §911 Corrupt
Organizations; Title 18 Pa.C.S.A. §5111 Dealing in Proceeds of Unlawful Activity; Title 18
Pa.C.S.A. §7512 Unlawful Use of a Communications Facility; Crimes enumerated within Title
18 Pa.C.S.A. Chapter 27 Assault; Crimes enumerated within Title 18 Pa.C.S.A. Chapter 61
Subchapter A. Uniform Firearms Act; Title 18 Pa.C.S.A. §901 Criminal Attempt to Commit
Murder; Title 18 Pa.C.S.A. §902 Criminal Solicitation to Commit Murder; and Title 18
Pa.C.S.A. §903 Criminal Conspiracy to commit said offenses. The request was approved by
the Honorable William J. Furber and forwarded to the Grand Jury supervising Judge, the
Honorable Thomas C. Branca.

From April 21, 2015 until May 6, 2015, the Montgomery County Indicting Grand Jury,
reviewed extensive evidence including testimony from numerous witnesses, who provided
unique and specified knowledge into the subject matters at hand and the above mentioned
allegations. Specifically, the Grand Jury heard testimony regarding the criminal activity of
the Straight Cash Money Gang’s criminal enterprise, its associates, and other
conspirators.
On May 13, 2015, investigators filed amendments to the criminal complaints filed against
nine (9) defendants; Alexander “Dot” Scott, Jose “Jun” Charriez, Daniel Garcia, Christopher
“Gunz” Charriez, Javier “Gringo” Rodriquez, Jennifer Gill, Oisis Carmona, Jaime Sanders,
and Brianna Walter.
On Wednesday, May 13, 2015, after deliberations and reviewing all of the testimony and
evidence, the Grand Jurors came issued the following indictments:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christopher "Gunz" Charriez- unanimous to indict on all charges
Jose "Jun" Charriez- unanimous to indict on all charges
Alexander "Dot" Scott- unanimous to indict on all charges.
Javier "Gringo" Rodriguez- unanimous to indict on all charges
Daniel Garcia- unanimous to indict on all charges.
Brianna Walter, (girlfriend of Javier Rodriquez) - indictment on conspiracy to PWID.

Assistant District Attorneys Jason Whalley, Gabriel Magee, Heather Hines, Sophia Polites,
Benjamin McKenna and Nick Beeson are assigned to prosecute this case.
Approved for release:

RISA VETRI FERMAN

CRIMINAL CHARGES, AND ANY DISCUSSION THEREOF, ARE MERELY ALLEGATIONS AND
ALL DEFENDANTS ARE PRESUMED INNOCENT UNTIL AND UNLESS PROVEN GUILTY.

