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WHAT ARE Business Improvement DistrictS?
A Business Improvement District (BID) is a legal way for property owners and businesses to jointly plan and
put in place dedicated funding for services to improve their area. The establishment of a BID allows for a tax
assessment on properties within a defined area – typically places with a significant cluster of businesses;
these revenues are then directed back to these areas. BIDs can be initiated by a variety of stakeholders,
including the community, businesses, and residents. At least 40% of the property owners within the
designated area must vote against the BID for it to not go through; if the BID is approved, the local municipality
must formally vote to authorize the BID. The statutory authority for a BID in Pennsylvania is the Municipal
Authorities Act of 1945, approved May 2, 1945, P.L. 382 and the Neighborhood Improvement District Act,
approved December 20, 2000, P.L. 949, No. 130 (and available: http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/
US/PDF/2000/0/0130..PDF).
BIDs deliver a range of services and invest in long-term economic development.
BIDs frequently handle:
•

Public space upkeep (litter and graffiti removal)

•

Public safety

•

Hospitality

•

Business development (business attraction and
assistance)

•

Marketing and promotions (special events,
district-wide advertising)

•

Capital improvements (streetlights, wayfinding
signs, street furniture)

•

Landscaping

•

Community service (fundraising, charitable
events)

“Business Improvement Districts (BID’s) are successful
organizations because they use geographically targeted
funds and highly focused community improvement,
planning and marketing strategies to deliver immediate
and measurable value for their shareholders.”
					
				

Eric T. Goldstein
King of Prussia District

The most well-known BID in the area, and perhaps
the nation, is the Center City District in downtown
Philadelphia, which has helped transform the
downtown, turning it into a vibrant 24-hour live/work
place.
A number of BIDs are also flourishing in Montgomery
County. The King of Prussia BID may be our newest,
starting in early 2011 with nearly 300 commercial
properties, including the areas encompassing the
King of Prussia Mall and the under-construction
Village at Valley Forge. Recent projects of this BID
include landscaping and physical improvements (at
business park entryways, by the corridor’s gateway
signs, and along Henderson Road), a commuter
shuttle service that takes transit users to either
the Norristown Transportation Center or the Wayne
regional rail station, lunchtime concerts and events,
and marketing materials for the area.
				
continued on next page

New gateway sign and landscaping in King of Prussia

For additional information, contact the Montgomery County Planning Commission at 610-278-3722
or visit www.planning.montcopa.org

Business Improvement DistrictS continued
The City Avenue Special Services District is a partnership between Philadelphia and Lower Merion Township traversing
both sides of City Avenue, home to St. Joseph’s University, the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, numerous
television and radio stations, major department stores, and a broad variety of other restaurants and businesses. A
similar partnership has been proposed for
Cheltenham Avenue – which runs along
the border of Philadelphia and Cheltenham
Township.
The Ardmore Initiative was created in 1988 as
a Pennsylvania Main Street program; now this
BID is considering expanding its boundaries
as it looks to broaden its horizons in its
new 10-year plan. Cheltenham Township’s
Glenside neighborhood has recently considered
establishing one as well – with the intent that
a BID would continue to market this corridor,
plan special events, work to establish better
connections with Arcadia University, and
maintain the business district’s streetscaping,
Entrance to City Avenue from the Schuylkill Expressway
among other activities. The Borough of
Souderton has been considering a BID as well.
Not all business improvements districts succeed, however. The membership of a BID votes to reauthorize itself every
five years and a “no” vote of at least 40 percent of the property owners within a BID would prevent the BID from
continuing to operate. Such was the case in Jenkintown in 2011; business owners were disappointed with the efficacy
of the BID given the number of downtown vacancies and high administratve costs. The BID could be reactivated at the
end of a five year stretch, or January 1, 2018.
Pottstown has taken a similar – but slightly different – approach with PDIDA (Pottstown Downtown Improvement District
Authority), which uses an assessment to fund some of its work in Pottstown’s downtown.
Overall, BIDs have provided consolidated organizational structures and a dedicated revenue source for many
communities in the county and region and helped these places implement their revitalization goals.

Montgomery County is preparing a new comprehensive plan.
Visit www.montcopa.org/2040CompPlan to find out more and let
your voice be heard!

PECO Seeks to Fund Open Space Projects
PECO is partnering with Natural Lands Trust to provide grants of up to $10,000 through its Green Region program.
Eligible applicants include municipalities and regional recreational authorities within PECO’s five-county service territory
(which includes Montgomery County and most of its traditional towns.)
The grants can be used with other funding sources to cover expenses such as consulting fees, trail construction, land
acquisition, habitat improvement, and the cost of creating and implementing an open space plan. PECO has awarded
more than $1.2 million over the last 10 years through this program.
The postmark deadline for submitting funding requests is December 31, 2013! Get your application now at
www.natlands.org/greenregion. If you have questions, or need additional information, please contact Holly Harper,
administrator of the PECO Green Region program, at 610-353-5587 ext. 212 or hharper@natlands.org.

3check outwhat’s happening!
Lancaster Avenue in Ardmore has a hip new tenant at the
Ardmore Music Hall. While the building at 23 East Lancaster
Avenue has hosted its share of concerts for decades
now (under several different guises), the space has been
reconfigured to host crowds ranging in size from 250 to 600.
Open since September, the venue hosts a healthy mix of
local and nationally-touring acts. Looks like a great addition
to downtown Ardmore!
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