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2011 Revitalization Awards
In November, two very worthwhile projects won Revitalization Awards from Montgomery County – the North Wales
Library Relocation and Expansion and the East Greenville Borough Streetscape Enhancement and Grand Theater
Restoration. This is the fifth year that the county has granted awards for revitalization projects; all winners are welldesigned projects with a significant revitalization impact on the community.
The North Wales Area Library has successfully transformed
the former Koaxis, Inc. factory into a new 9,750-squarefoot community library in the heart of the borough, serving
the residents of North Wales and beyond. Opened to the
public since January 2010, new patron registrations and
circulation rates for library materials have been on the
rise ever since. The library now has over 2,000 active
users from eight nearby municipalities as well as from
outside the local area. Circulation and staffing levels
are both up; the library also
features public computers
and a community room
for meetings and special
events.
The library has become a
new focal point in North
Wales Borough and is truly
an outstanding community
asset. Visitors now come
from far and wide to
patronize the popular
library, bringing along a
renewed interest in the borough.
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In East Greenville, both the redevelopers of the Grand Theater and the borough were, respectively, recognized for
the successful transformation of the Grand Theater into an outstanding asset and for the downtown streetscape
enhancements, integral in attracting new businesses and visitors to the borough.
These projects add much vibrancy to the downtown. New
businesses have been drawn to the borough because of the
vitality (and the 30,000 visitors) that the renovated movie
theater brings to town. Also helping to attract businesses,
the movie theater included, is the borough’s streetscape
enhancement program. The recent improvements of new
street trees, lampposts, street furniture, and sidewalks
enhance the downtown atmosphere. All of these changes
help residents and first-time visitors feel welcome in the
borough, support existing businesses, and attract new
investors looking to establish a presence in the borough.
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Both of these award winners bring new
life to two of the county’s traditional
downtowns – and are attracting new
businesses, residents, and visitors to
the county. Submissions for the 2012
Awards won’t be due until the end
of April, but we’re looking forward to
everyone’s entries!

New streetscaping and
commercial in East Greenville

For additional information, contact the Montgomery County Planning Commission at 610-278-3723
or visit www.planning.montcopa.org

Revitalization through
Arts and Culture
Arts and Culture is one of the most popular approaches
for revitalization. In Pottstown, a new theater and art
school/gallery have opened. In Souderton, the theater has
expanded greatly, bringing new businesses and investors
to the downtown, and there is a proposal to rehabilitate
the old movie theater. In Lansdale, the borough started
a Performing Arts Center that has struggled but is still
seen as critical for the downtown. In North Wales, the
borough supported the move and expansion of the library.
In Roslyn in Abington, the
township has proposed
a library and cultural
center. In Jenkintown, the
movie theater has been
renovated and reopened as
a nonprofit. Norristown has
created a new Avenue of the
Arts, centered
around the
Montgomery
County
Cultural
Center and
the Centre
Theater. In
Bryn Mawr,
the old movie
theater was
rehabilitated into the Bryn Mawr Film Institute. In East
Greenville, a private investor rehabilitated the movie
theater and installed a new organ, bringing current shows
back to the borough. Ambler has both a renovated movie
theater and a new performance theater. All of these

examples show how important Arts and Culture has
become for revitalization, how so many municipalities
are using arts and culture venues as anchors for their
downtowns.
The importance of arts and culture for revitalization
has been recognized by a variety of national and local
groups. In Montgomery County, there is a new county-wide
initiative, started by a partnership of community members
and organizations, to develop a comprehensive cultural
and creative economy plan for communities throughout
the county. This effort, called Creative MontCo, is
dedicated to making Montgomery County a more vibrant
place to live, work, and play. To learn how you can get
involved in these efforts, go to www.creativemontco.org.

Keystone Communities Program
The State Department of Community and Economic Development
(DCED) is now accepting applications for a wide variety of
planning, program, and implementation activities pursuant to
community revitalization. The Department has streamlined
its former funding programs (HRA, Main Street, Elm Street,
Enterprise Zone, and PAHP) into a single initiative called the
Keystone Communities Program. Essentially all formerly eligible
activities will still be eligible under Keystone Communities, but
you no longer have to receive a “designation” status in order
to apply and receive funding. Visit www.newpa.com for more
information on the new program, or call the Southeast Regional
office of DCED at 215-560-5830. Although much less than in
the past, 12 million has been appropriated in the 2011-2012
budget, so do not miss out on this important opportunity to fund
revitalization projects in your community.
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3check-outwhat’s happening!
Conshohocken is to “Dine” for…
Conshohocken has become a popular destination for
locals with discriminating palates. With a burgeoning
restaurant scene and cuisine that ranges from comfort
food classics to BYOBs with sought-after reservations,
there’s something for everyone to choose from. Stay
tuned for Conshohocken’s Restaurant Week, scheduled
for June of this year.

